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TV entertainer Sonomanma Higashi was elected governor of Miyazaki
Prefecture on Jan. 21 to replace Tadahiro Ando, who has been arrested on

corruption charges.

Higashi, 49, whose real name is Hideo Higashikokubaru, apparently
attracted voters by shedding his image as a comedian and receiving no

backing from any political party.

Higashi received 266,807 votes to easily out-distance four other contenders,
including former Forestry Agency Director General Hidesaburo Kawamura,

57, who got 195,124 votes.

The new governor has vowed to restore trust in the government, and his
first task as governor was to deal with a new case of suspected bird flu in the

prefecture.

The latest case, the second in January, was announced Jan. 23, the day the

new governor started working. (Kyodo)
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1 4 Woman killed on rollercoaster (%
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A rollercoaster at Expoland in Suita, Osaka Prefecture, derailed, killing one
19-year-old woman and injuring 19 others May 5.

The operator said the derailment was caused after the axle that locked the
car to a unit of five wheels broke.

The coaster, which can travel up to 75 kilometers per hour, was in the last
half of the 1,050-meter-long course when the accident occurred.

The Fujin Raijin II rollercoaster was due for inspection, but officials said
the operator decided to put off inspection until mid-May because of the busy
school break and Golden Week period.

Moreover, the servicing facility where the ride is usually disassembled
for inspection was filled this year with tools and equipment for three new
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attractions planned for the park’s 35th anniversary in March. (Kyodo)
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