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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s ruling coalition suffered one of its
worst defeats ever in the Upper House election July 29.

The Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) is now No. 1 in the
Upper House. It won 60 of the 121 seats up for grabs, and now
has 109 of the Upper House’s 242 seats.

Meanwhile, Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) won only 37
seats, and now has only 83 seats. Its coalition partner, New

Komeito, ended up with nine.

Abe called the results “severe” but said he would not resign. “I
must push ahead with reforms,” he said. “The responsibility for

this utter defeat rests with me.”

Instead, Mikio Aoki, the head of the LDP’s House of Councillors
caucus, stepped down Aug. 1 to take responsibility for the defeat.
Farm minister Norihiko Akagi was also dismissed over
[political funds scandals that caused damage to the LDP’s

election results].

Meanwhile, a record-high total of 26 women made it to the
House of Councillors in the election. xyodo)
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