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The Bells
s5

The sound of bells echoes through the monastery at
Gion Shoja, telling all who hear it that nothing is
permanent. The flowers of the sala trees show that all that
flourishes must fade. Proud men, powerful men will fall,
like dreams on a spring night, like dust before the wind.
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More than 1,000 years ago, Japan was ruled by a great
and glorious line of emperors, the direct descendants of the
Goddess of the Sun. They were revered and worshipped by all,
and around them they gathered a court of nobles who lived lives
of unparalleled refinement, sophistication and luxury. It was a
Golden Age, as golden as the light of the sun herself.

But storm clouds were gathering on the horizon.
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As time went by, the emperors’ power began to wane. Courtiers
jockeyed for power and influence, and soon the emperors became
nothing more than puppets to further the greed and ambition of
powerful men. The emperors themselves, realizing this, abdicated
as soon as they could so that they too could influence succeeding
emperors and advance their own interests. Many of these retired
emperors took religious vows, but as cloistered emperors, they did
not turn their backs on the world, but spent their days plotting and
cementing their hold on power.

The age of the noble courtier was coming to an end: The
warriors would soon take the stage of history. And thus our tale
begins:
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Chapter 1
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Taira no Tadamori built a beautiful temple for the
cloistered emperor Toba. He filled its halls with 1,001
images of Buddha, and the cloistered emperor was very
pleased. He promoted Tadamori and gave him permission
to enter his palace.
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Back in the courtyard, one of the palace servants had
noticed Tadamori’s guard. “Get out of here!” he said.
“People of your rank are not allowed to be in here.” But the
guard would not move.

“I am here to protect my lord,” he said. “I will not leave!”

The courtiers heard the commotion from inside the hall.
“He has brought armed guards with him,” they said.
“Perhaps tonight is not the best night to attack him. He

must be taken unawares.”
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