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Real change needed from new Osaka
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Toru Hashimoto, 38, is a lawyer and TV celebrity. Now he is
Japan’s youngest governor, having won elections in Osaka by
more than 800,000 votes. He is also [only the fourth governor in
Japan since World War II to be elected in his 30s].

“I'm only 38 years old, but I've got a lot of energy, and I want to

borrow everybody’s energy to help change Osaka,”

[Hashimoto,

a father of seven,] said as he celebrated his victory with

supporters and friends.

The number of younger voters was surprising. Many of them
voted for Hashimoto because they were eager for change. They
were also attracted by his fame as a TV celebrity.

But many people are still skeptical about [whether Hashimoto,
who graduated from Waseda University, can bring the necessary
change]. If he does not quickly turn his words into actions, he
will disappoint his supporters. (yodo, The Japan Times)
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