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o l IMSDF ship cuts fishing ship in half
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[A Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) destroyer] cut a small
trawler in two before dawn Feb. 19. The accident happened in the
Pacific Ocean about 40 kilometers off Chiba Prefecture.

As of Feb. 21, [the father and son on the boat] were still

missing.

[The 165-meter-long, 7,750-ton destroyer Atago] was equipped
with an advanced Aegis radar system. It was on its way back from
Hawaii when it hit the 12-meter-long Seitoku Maru.

Defense Ministry documents say that [the Atago may have seen
the small fishing boat about 12 minutes before the collision].

It was [the first serious accident involving an MSDF ship since
a submarine hit a fishing boat in Tokyo Bay in 198§, killing 30

people]. (e Japan Times)
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