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In the taxi
G:@RACF T:8XE

G: Today’s a perfect day for sightseeing! I'd like to explain a little about
the Heian Shrine. “Heian” literally means “Peace and Tranquility.”

T: The name has a nice ring to it. Please go on.

G: Well, let me talk about the history of Japan a little bit. In 794, the
“Heian Capital” was established by Emperor Kanmu. Emperor
Kanmu contributed to the development of the country by
amending laws and encouraging learning. The city of Kyoto looked
back on Emperor Kanmu'’s achievements and respected him as the
ancestral god of Kyoto. Kyoto’s citizens thought, “If Emperor Kanmu
hadn’t established the Heian Capital, the present Kyoto wouldn’t
exist”, and so they decided to enshrine Emperor Kanmu. The Heian
Shrine was built in 1895 in commemoration of the 1,100th
anniversary of the foundation of “Heian Capital.” This shrine is
dedicated not only to Emperor Kanmu but also to Emperor Komei
who was the last reigning emperor in Kyoto. Emperor Komei was
enshrined in 1940.

T: What was Emperor Komei like?

G: Komei was the emperor who laid the foundation of modern Japan.
He was enshrined when state Shintoism and nationalism were at
their height.

T: It sounds complicated. Shrines are Shinto, right? Could you tell me
about Shinto?

G: Shinto is the indigenous religion of Japan. It’s based on nature
worship. Shinto is a polytheistic religion, and its gods are
worshipped at shrines. It doesn’t have a founder or any scriptures.
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