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Italian minister takes heat for
plugging McDonald’s burger (((T

Vocabulary

@ Italian Agriculture Minister Luca Zaia is
defending h.1s sponsorshlp of Mf:l?onald S [
new all-Italian burger amid criticism that | defend: ##v3. fis93.

. . . . sponsorship: %%,
he is selling out to a multinational corpora- | 2 "WFCEP” “or  cme

tion and sacrificing Italy’s culinary reputa- | .

. . multinational corporation: %
tion in the process. MiEn,

sacrifice: ~ZIEH(CT D,
culinary: #ED,
@ Zaia has argued that McDonald’s new | reputation: 574l &L 3%,

Mcltaly burger — using all-Italian beef, | g
Asiago cheese and artichoke spread — will | argue: z&9%.

e11e 112 Asiago cheese: (15U 77H5ED)
pump 3.5 million euros ($4.8 million) more | ~777° <75€°°

a month into the pockets of Italian farmers | artichoke: »—7F3—2.

. : PO spread: X7 vk (\VIEEICE
grappling with tough economic times. 2ol

pump into: ~(TETAD. HIET
.
@ But for a country that gave birth to the | srapple with: ~cE0#G. 15

slow-food movement a quarter century ago, | ">
and prides itself on its varied, delicious and e———

L L) . . slow-food movement: XO—
healthy cuisine, Zaia’s enthusiastic support | 270"

of McDonald’ has been hard to swallow. pride oneself on: ~%55%.
varied: Z{LICED. 2515
enthusiastic: Z0%,

@ Tt did not help that Zaia and McDonald’s | SWallow: SUANS. #i§T2.
executives launched the new burger last | @———

D : . executives: 2=k,
month at McDonald’s flagship restaurant in | [~ 54008 250 s wis

Rome’s historic center near the Spanish | .

. s . flagship: (&XDEEZ D) ik,
Steps, the chain’s first Italian outpost. vl

outpost: X5,
® The opening of those Golden Archesin | @———
. : : Golden Arches: F&D7—F Y
1986 famous.ly 1nsp1red a rela.tn'fely ST
unknown Turin foodie, Carlo Petrini, to | inspire ... to: - [c~v2a5%RT

. &%,
launch what became slow food — the inter- | __ o . oo
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national movement that embraces local,
organic food and home cooking over fast
food and the industrialized food chain.

® In a recent front-page opinion piece in La
Repubblica newspaper, Petrini challenged
Zaia and McDonald’s to back up their
claims of helping Italian farmers with a
kilogram-by-kilogram accounting of how
much farmers are actually getting paid out
of the deal.

@ And he chafed at Zaia’ suggestion that the
all-Italian menu would “globalize the iden-
tity of Italian agriculture.”

“Taste, like identity, has value only when
there are differences,” Petrini wrote.

@ The opposition Democratic Party has also
slammed Zaia’s use of an official govern-
ment seal of approval for the new burger.

@ On the Mcltaly’s promotional material is a
seal saying “Under the patronage of” the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry — a
highly coveted government endorsement
that is more often seen on museum exhibits
and cultural initiatives than fast-food
containers.

Headline Vocabulary

take heat: UL EV)IEHZA
U%,
plugging: S1&.55DiAH,

Vocabulary

Turin: N/ ((FU7-ETEVTMN
DEB).

foodie: J)LX. Bi&.

embrace: ~ZEOANS. FHT 2.

e —
piece: itH,

challenge to: ~[CEXkTD.~7%=
hFHIT D,

back up: ~DE(FZT 5. 5L
9%,

accounting: 5t&. R5t

out of the deal: D (ZZTlF~
IRFIVRED)BE D5,

0—

chafe at: ~(THIID,
suggestion: % 125,

@7

value: ffifE. Effi.

o —

opposition: 5,

slam: #s#9d %, CE 5T,

seal of approval: SBAJE]. BEfF
==

To

®

promotional material: E{zH&
o

under the patronage of: ~D%&
EDOFIC,

coveted: BN UMD,
endorsement: G2, XK. H#E,
exhibit: EER. Br.

cultural initiatives: X{tZE%,

oo

container: &3, 8.
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McDonald’s burger

Italian minister takes heat for plugging

@ “I think it’s legitimate to ask if Minister
Zaia is working for Italy or McDonald’s,”
Nicodemo Oliverio, the top Democratic
Party lawmaker in the lower Chamber of
Deputies’ Agriculture Commission, quipped
Monday.

@ He charged that giving McDonald’s such a
designation creates a disparity with Italian
food companies that may require Italy’s
antitrust authority to intervene.

@ Zaia shot back, saying the government had
long been in partnership with McDonald’s
to promote other “Made in Italy” products
such as Parmesan cheese and smoked beef.

@ Zaia, who relentlessly courts publicity for
Italy’s agricultural products, has defended
his partnership with McDonald’s as an
important new market for Italy’s farmers
and a way to reach young Italians who
make up the bulk of McDonald’s customers.

Vocabulary

®
legitimate: &AM [FH7K. BHD
Bolc.

lower Chamber of Deputies:
ThEES.

quip:FFARZS Do

®

charge: 33 3.

designation: 5.

disparity : #&7%=. R,

require: NEET D,

antitrust authority: J&/528 24
B (BARDORIERS I ZER(ICHES).
intervene: TAd %,

®

shoot back: SLR T,

in partnership with: ~&1#0
Co

promote: 559 4. BRFHIEET %o

o

relentlessly: #i#(C. LD,
court: ~ZFKDELZHD. KB,
publicity : 13k Sc0EE.
reach: (Xvt—IEZ)REITFD.
DICENED.

make up: BHT D,

bulk of : ~DIF&EAE ~DAZD.

6 ThelapanTimes NEWS DIGEST 24



REME

Exercises

| WE&EZEQO~—sicabss

TRACK

Red d i ng Comprehension LiSI'en i ng Comprehension «@

1. What is Luca Zaia criticized for?

(A) Enjoying McDonald’s all ltalian burger

(B) Selling out to a multinational
corporation

(C) Being the ltalian Agricultural Minister

(D) Defending his sponsorship of
McDonald’s

2. How much money will be made by
Italian Farmers?

(A) 3.5 million euros
(B) 3.5 million dollars
(C) 4.8 million euros
(D) 5.3 million euros

3. How did the 1986 opening of
McDonald’s inspire Carlo Petrini?

) He opened a restaurant.

) He started the slow food movement.
) He worked for McDonald’s.

)

(A
(B
(C
(D) He became a chef.

1. What does the government seal
usually endorse?

(A) Soccer games

(B) Fast food restaurants

(C) Car races

(D) Museum exhibits and cultural
initiatives

2. What other products does the
government promote with
McDonald’s?

) Big Macs and Cheeseburgers
) Pizzas and spaghetti

) Parmesan and smoked beef
)

(
(
(
(D) Apple pie and French fries

A
B
C
D

3. Who make up the bulk of McDonald’s
customers?

) Farmers

) Young ltalians

) Government employees
) Tourists

(A
(B
(C
(D

@ o 20z a0

1.=010 2.=0@13 3.=@14 ®(;/\°5757f33

Vocabulary Check

(A) office  (B) fort (C) branch

o o

The word “outpost” in paragraph 4, line 5, is closest in meaning to:
(D) subsidiary

R ——
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