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He also had two daughters—a young lady-in-waiting, and
Kumoinokari, a high-spirited girl of alluring beauty. Kumoinokari
lived with Yugiri, Genji’s son, in the home of her grandmother.
When Kumoinokari and Yugiri reached ten years in age, To-
no-Chujo furrowed his brow. “No matter how friendly their
relations, it is not proper for my daughter to live with a boy of that
age.” He ordered the pair’s separation into private rooms.
Yugiri continued to care for Kumoinokari with an awkward,
childish love. He drew her attention to a springtime flower or red-

hued autumn leaf. He joined her at play with dolls. Kumoinokari

relished the attention, seldom hiding her face or retreating behind

blinds.
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