
 

 

 

 

 

１文字から始める 集中！にほんご読みトレ 

初中級 

［Answers & Explanations］ 

The answers for Units 1–5 can be found at the back of the book. 
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 １   ｃ 

娘さん (daughter) is the only one that is not a 

sibling. 

 

 2   ｃ 

薬 (medicine) is the only one that is not a part 

of the body.  

 

 3   ｂ 

マンション  (condominium) is the only one 

that is not a sweet.  

 

 4   ｃ 

同僚 (coworker) is the only one that is not a 

corporate job title.  

 

 5   ａ 

洋食 (Western cuisine) is the only one that is 

not related to a time to eat. 

 

 6   ｂ 

油 (oil) is the only one that is not a body of 

water.  

 

 7   ｃ 

レストラン (restaurant) is the only one that is 

not a food. 

 

 8   ｂ 

乗り物 (vehicle) is the only one that is not a 

specific example of a vehicle.  

 

 9   ｃ 

トンネル (tunnel) is the only one that is not a 

vehicle.  

 

 10   ｂ 

はがき (postcard is the only one that is not an 

animal. 
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 １   ａ 

ジョギングする (jog) is the only one that ex-

presses action (i.e., the only verb). 

 

 2   ｃ 

不思議な (mysterious) is the only one from 

which the negative prefix 不 cannot be re-

moved. 

 

 3   ｂ 

三名 (three people) is the only one in which 

名 means “person” instead of “name.”  

 

 4   ｃ 

短所 (weakness) is the only one in which 所 

does not indicate a physical place.  

 

 5   ａ 

ネクタイ (necktie) is the only one that is not a 

shortened form of the original word.  

 

 6   ｂ 

午前中 (in the morning) is the only one in 

which 中 does not mean “during (an action/ 

event).”  

 

 7   ｂ 

星 (star) is the only one that does not indicate 

a weather phenomenon.  

 

 8   ｃ 

お疲れ様 is the only one from whichお can-

not be removed. 

 

 9   ａ 

あさって (the day after tomorrow) is the only 

one that indicates a future time.  

 

 10   ａ 

郵便局 (post office) is the only one that does 

not represent an occupation.  
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 １   ａ 

Commonsensically, “Please don’t hold gar-

bage” is not a normal request.  

 

 2   ａ 

Typically, pictograms for “look” tend to be 

images of a face, eyes, etc.  

 

 3   ｂ 

The person in the pictogram is not walking. 

 

 4   ｂ 

Since the pictogram conveys a prohibition 

against the wearing of shoes at the location, 

脱いでお入りください (Please remove your 

shoes before entering) is the appropriate 

choice.  

 

 5   ａ 

The pictogram indicates that the door must not 

be left open, so 開けたままにしないでくださ

い (Please do not leave (the door) open) is the 

right answer.  

 

 6   ｂ 

～ないでください (Please don’t ___) is usu-

ally expressed by a diagonal line descending 

to the right.  

 

 7   ａ 

～ないでください (Please don’t ___) is usu-

ally expressed by a diagonal line descending 

to the right.  

 

 8   ｂ 

The pictogram depicts a hand and a bottle of 

sanitizer.  

 

 9   ｂ 

Snowman pictograms are typically used to in-

dicate that snow is forecasted.  

 

 10   ａ 

The column for Friday indicates that the num-

ber of guests increases in the evening. 
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 １   ａ 

Admission is free for children who have not 

yet entered elementary school.  

 

 2   ａ 

The number of students who bike to Japanese 

language school A is less than half the total 

number of students.  

 

 3   ｂ 

Nearly 400 people responded with いいと思

う (I agree), while nearly 200 chose よくない

と思う (I disagree), so we can say that the first 

number is roughly double. 

 

 4   ａ 

The right-side portion of the graph represents 

燃えるゴミ  (combustible garbage) and is 

nearly half of the total.  

 

 5   ａ 

Given that July and August are summer 

months and January and February are winter 

months in Japan, we can say that the graph 

shows that electricity is consumed more in 

summer and winter.  

 

 6   ｂ 

There are many datapoints where the annual 

growth was not 6%.  
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 １   ｂ 

ケーキを妹に食べられた  is equivalent to 

“My sister ate the cake.”  

 

 2   ａ 

母は兄と姉に手伝わせている tells us that 

the brother and sister are the ones who are 

helping.  

 

 3   ｂ 

If the initial comma (、) were moved as 

shown in 私は金色の服を着て、走って…, 

then “I” would be the person who wore the 

gold-colored shirt.  

 

 4   ａ 

頭がいい (smart) comes right before Lin-san 

and hence refers to Lin-san.  

 

 5   ｂ 

Taman-san is the one who did the quizzing, 

and Benita-san is the one who did the answer-

ing.  

 

 6   ａ 

If we remove ハシンさんと違って  (unlike 

Hassin-san), the meaning of the main part be-

comes clearer.  

 

 

 

 

 7   ｂ 

If we rephrase the first part as 子どもがパパ

に『これ買って』と言う  (a child says “Buy 

this” to their father), then it becomes easier to 

determine who would do the buying.  

 

 8   ａ 

If we remove 家族と意見が違うとき (when 

I don’t agree with my family on something), 

the meaning of the main part becomes clearer.  

 

 9   ｂ 

We can tell from 映画が楽しかったフォンさ

ん  that フォンさんは映画が楽しかった 

(Phuong-san enjoyed the movie).  

 

 10   ａ 

The first half can be understood as saying 森

先生が留学生に日本人の子どもの遊びを

教えた (Mr. Mori taught the international stu-

dent a game that Japanese children play).  

 

 11   ｂ 

母親を困らせている tells us that 母親が困

っている (the mother is annoyed).  

 

 12   ｂ 

Since Yo-san is the one who said ウィンさん

が間違えるわけがない, we know that Yo-san 

is the one who thinks that Win-san would not 

get the answer wrong.  
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 １   ａ 

Think of 苦手だ  (poor at) as having the 

same meaning as 得意ではない (not good 

at).  

 

 2   ｂ 

Take note of 次の日も…ずっと鳴いていた. 

Also, 鳴く (meaning “crow” here, but used 

for various animal sounds) is not used for peo-

ple.  

 

 3   ｂ 

きれいな (beautiful) describes the immedi-

ately following ビル (building). 

 

 4   ｂ 

～にちがいない  (no doubt that ～ ) ex-

presses the feeling of the person who wrote 

this sentence.  

 

 5   ｂ 

Note the use of the pattern ＡじゃなくてＢ (B, 

not A). 

 

 6   ａ 

Since the sentence says 戻ることにしました 

(decided to go home), we know that Tanaka-

san is not at home.  

 

 7   ａ 

そのまま棚に置いた (placed it back on the 

shelf) can be understood to mean 買わなかっ

た (did not buy). 

 

 8   ｂ 

Since the sentence says ラーメン屋のほうは

辞めた (quit the job at the ramen shop), we 

know that Sabina-san is still working at the 

convenience store.  

 

 9   ｂ 

ＡからＢにかけて means ＡからＢまでの間 

(the time from A to B). 

 

 10   ｂ 

で is used to indicate the place where an ac-

tion occurs.  

 

 11   ａ 

暗くなる前に (before it gets dark) can be un-

derstood to mean 明るいうちに (while it is 

still light out). 

 

 12   ｂ 

外食をする (eat out) can be understood to 

mean レストランで食べる (eat at a restau-

rant).  
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 １   ｂ 

泣きたいほどだ (so much that I could cry) 

doesn’t mean that the person actually cried.  

 

 2   ｂ 

The interview will still be held; only the time 

changed.  

 

 3   ａ 

見つからなかった  (did not find) indicates 

that the person still doesn’t know where the 

ATM card is.  

 

 4   ａ 

～から来た (came from ～) is often used to 

state one’s birthplace or hometown.  

 

 5   ｂ 

人が多い (there are many people) can be in-

ferred from ピクニックを楽しむのにとても

いい場所 (great place for having (lit., enjoy-

ing) a picnic).  

 

 6   ａ 

The sentence does not say スーパーの中に

薬局がある (there is a pharmacy in the super-

market). 

 

 7   ａ 

うちに  (while still) and 前に  (before) are 

similar in meaning, but note how they differ in 

usage.  

 

 8   ａ 

行くことがある means that the person goes 

sometimes, while 行ったことがある means 

that the person has been to the place before.  

 

 9   ｂ 

～とおりに (just as ～) has the same mean-

ing as ～と同じように. 

 

 10   ａ 

～たばかり  (have just ～ ) has the same 

meaning as ～てからすぐに. 

 

 11   ｂ 

The statement can be rephrased as 田中さん

も山田さんも風邪をひいてしまった  (Both 

Tanaka-san and Yamada-san have caught a 

cold).  

 

 12   ａ 

～ばよかった means ～しなくて残念だ、く

やしい (it’s unfortunate/regrettable that I did 

not ～). 
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 １   ｂ 

お知らせいたします (notify) means the same 

thing as 教えます (tell). 

 

 2   ｂ 

１日目 means 最初の日 (the first day), but 

１日 in １日～する (do ～ on one day ) does 

not have that meaning.  

 

 3   ａ 

～ていく  is an expression that conveys 

change.  

 

 4   ｂ 

私にさせていただけませんか (Could you let 

me do it?) is used when the person wants to 

perform the action.  

 

 5   ａ 

The sentence does not state any reasons why 

kanji are difficult.  

 

 6   ａ 

テレビで紹介される (be presented on TV) 

occurred before たくさんの客が来る (many 

customers come). 

 

 7   ｂ 

持ったまま (while still holding) means the 

same thing as 持ちながら (while holding). 

 

 8   ｂ 

入れたんだけどなあ (I put it in (my bag), but 

(it’s not there)) is used with the meaning of入

れたつもりだ. 

 

 9   ｂ 

休んだらどうですか (How about taking the 

day off?) is used with the meaning of 休んで

ください (Please take the day off.). 

 

 10   ａ 

～しているのですが (I am ～ing, but) and 

～しても (even though I am ～ing) have the 

same meaning. 

 

 11   ｂ 

Since the person statesするようにしている (I 

make it a practice to), we know that they are 

already studying kanji.  

 

 12   ａ 
場所 (location) and どこにあるか (where it 

is) have the same meaning.  
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 １   ａ 

どっちがいいかなあ  is used when having 

trouble choosing between two choices.  

 

 2   ｂ 

決めてほしい (I want you to decide) means 

the same thing as 決めてください.  

 

 3   ａ 

遊ばずに  (without playing) means 

the same thing as 遊ばないで. 

 

 4   ａ 

覚えられるのだろうか  (I wonder if I can 

memorize) means the same thing as 覚えるこ

とができない. 

 

 5   ａ 

すぐに作れる  (can make it in an instant) 

means the same thing as 作るのに時間がか

からない. 

 

 6   ｂ 

食べることができたのに (would have been 

able to eat) is used in situations where the per-

son is unable to eat.  

 

 7   ａ 

This ～（の）ため expresses a reason. 

 

 8   ｂ 

Since the sentence says 入った場合 , we 

know that the sentence is talking about situa-

tions where detergent actually gets in some-

one’s eyes.  

 

 9   ｂ 

～しかない (～ is the only) means the same 

thing as ～だけだ. 

 

 10   ｂ 

Here, think of選んだ (chose) as having the 

same meaning as 買った (bought).  

 

 11   ｂ 

～したがる (wants to ～) means the same 

thing as ～しようとする.  

 

 12   ｂ 

つい～てしまう  (unintentionally ended up 

～ing) is not used to refer to decisions made 

by the speaker. 
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 １   ｃ 

から can be used to express a time point at 

which a certain state began (a and b), or the 

reason for something (c). 

 

 2   ａ 

Choice a is the only one where のに is used 

to indicate an outcome different from what 

was intended/expected.  

 

 3   ｂ 

Choice b is the only one in which de is used as 

part of the te-form of the verb (読む). 

 

 4   ａ 

In choices b and c, ても is used to set up an 

“even if” relationship between the preceding 

clause and the one that follows.  

 

 5   ｃ 

Choice c is the only one where ところ is used 

with the meaning of “place.” 

 

 6   ａ 

In choice a, この間 (the other day) is used as 

a single expression. It has the same meaning 

as 少し前に (a little while ago) and refers to 

the recent past, such as a week ago.  

 

 7   ａ 

足が速い means the same thing as “can run 

fast.”  

 

 8   ｂ 

道 in choices a and c refers to a physical road, 

that is, one that can be traveled on foot or in a 

vehicle, but 道 in choice b does not have this 

meaning. 

 

 9   ｃ 

が in choices a and b is used to set up a con-

trast between the preceding clause and the one 

that follows.  

 

 10   ａ 

聞く in choice a means “ask a question.” 

 

 11   ｃ 

かかる in choices a and b expresses time and 

is close in meaning to 時間が必要だ 

((amount of) time is required). 

 

 12   ｃ 

みる in choice c means “(a doctor) examines 

(a patient).” 
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 １   ｃ 

In choices a and b, も is used to emphasize a 

large quantity.  

 

 2   ｃ 

なら in choice c has the same meaning as は, 

so the sentence can be rephrased as山田さん

は、もう帰りましたよ  (Yamada-san has al-

ready left for the day.)  

 

 3   ａ 

に in choice a is part of the na-adjective 上

手に. 

 

 4   ｂ 

～らしい in choice b means “～-like.”  

 

 5   ｂ 

前 refers to a physical location in choice b 

only; in choices a and c it refers to a time.  

 

 6   ｃ 

ばかり in choices a and b is used to express 

that an action or occurrence is frequent.  

 

 7   ａ 

Choice a is the only one where 運動 doesn’t 

mean “exercise.” 

 

 8   ｃ 

Choice c is the only one where 注意（する）

doesn’t mean “be careful.”  

 

 9   ｂ 

消して in choices a and c means “turn off”; 

the antonym isつける (turn on). 

 

 10   ａ 

出ません in choices b and c stems from 出る 

meaning “go outside” or “leave a place.”  

 

 11   ｂ 

Choice b is the only one where 別れて 

means “break up (with a boyfriend/girl-

friend).  

 

 12   ｂ 

In choice b, うつす means “take (a photo),” 

not “transfer (a photo to another location).” 
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 １   ｂ 

If 大好きです were followed by a positive 

statement such as 楽しみです, then だから 

would be the correct choice, but since the sec-

ond sentence states the negative situation不

安です, しかし is the right answer.  

 

 2   ａ 

だから is the correct answer because it makes 

sense to say 骨折したから、今生活するのが

大変だ (I broke (my foot), so it’s tough get-

ting through the day now). 

 

 3   ａ 

When two adverse situations occur one after 

the other (in this case, the bicycle’s flat tire 

and then the train’s delayed arrival), そのうえ 

is used to link them.  

 

 4   ｃ 

The key part could also be worded as えんぴ

つかボールペン (a pencil or a pen).  

 

 5   ｂ 

Since the second sentence states an adverse 

situation (the wind made it hard to hold the 

umbrella) that contrasts with the situation in 

the first sentence, the contrastive conjunction 

しかし is the correct choice.  

 

 6   ｂ 

ところが (however) is mainly used to express 

that something unexpected occurred.  

 

 7   ａ 

つまり (that is) is used to introduce a state-

ment that rephrases or summarizes the preced-

ing statement.  

 

 8   ａ 

なぜなら (the reason why) and ～からだ (is 

because ～) are often used together.  

 

 9   ｃ 

それから (after that) is often used to express 

the chronological order of two occurrences.  

 

 10   ｂ 

ところが has nearly the same meaning as し

かし. 

 

 11   ｃ 

そこで (so) is often used to state an action 

taken to solve some problem or challenge.  

 

 12   ｃ 

それで (so) is the best of the three choices for 

continuing to explain the reason for something. 
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 １   ｃ 

The presence of honorific prefixes inお名前 

and ご住所 tells us that the person who will 

fill out the form is the listener, not the speaker.  

 

 2   ｂ 

This means 掃除が一番嫌だ (I hate clean-

ing more than anything else).  

 

 3   ａ 

Since the part preceding だけでなく  (not 

only) describes a place, the part that follows 

also has to refer to another place. 

 

 4   ｂ 

Normally, someone who didn’t know the read-

ing of kanji would want to look it up.  

 

 5   ｃ 

This sentence means 今月はずっと遊んでい

た (I took it easy this whole month).  

 

 6   ａ 

This sentence means 大雨が降るといつも川

の水が流れてくる (Whenever it rains heavily, 

the river always overflows (near my home).).  

 

 

 

 

 

 7   ｃ 

Since the statement starts with 実は (actu-

ally), it has to be an explanation of the reason 

why the speaker isn’t eating much.  

 

 8   ｃ 

Choice c indicates サインをするためのペン

がないので借りたい (I’d like to borrow a 

pen since I don’t have one to sign my name).  

 

 9   ｃ 

It doesn’t make sense to use tissue paper to do 

the laundry, or to do the laundry because one 

had some tissue paper. 

 

 10   ｂ 

There is no indication that the person studied 

for three hours, and it’s unlikely that someone 

studying would suddenly start thinking that 

the weather would turn nice.  

 

 11   ｂ 

掃除をしろと思う  in choice c can be re-

phrased more naturally as 掃除をしてほしい

と思う. 

 

 12   ａ 

Logically, the answer has to mean 食べたくな

いのに食べていた (I ate (vegetables) even 

though I didn’t want to). 
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 １   ａ 

準備がする is not used. 

 

 2   ａ 

自転車を倒れる is not used. 

 

 3   ｂ 

The right choice is the one that is similar in 

meaning to 言われています (be called). 

 

 4   ｂ 

Since the person intends to say 会ったことが

ありません (have never met), choice a is in-

appropriate.  

 

 5   ｂ 

行く is not used when talking about going to 

one’s home. 

 

 6   ａ 

The statement does not say 大変だ (is very 

difficult). 

 

 

 

 7   ｂ 

犯人が生まれる (criminals would be born) is 

too big for a shift in topic.  

 

 8   ａ 

記念だった日になりました  (became a day 

that was a celebration) would mean that the 

day is no longer something to celebrate.  

 

 9   ａ 

話したばかりです means that the person has 

just finished talking.  

 

 10   ａ 

In choice b, the taxi is the one that raises its 

hand.  

 

 11   ｂ 

ストレスを解消される is not used.  

 

 12   ａ 

Choice b doesn’t make sense because it means 

that the person went to the friend’s home 

while working at their part-time job.  
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 １   ｂ 

で is used when indicating the location of an 

action.  

 

 2   ｂ 

The correct wording for expressing differ-

ences is ＡとＢが違って orＡとＢの違いで.  

 

 3   ａ 

までに, which indicates the point in time at 

which an action ends/ended, is preceded by 

～する, not ～した.  

 

 4   ｂ 

友達を会う is not used. 

 

 5   ａ 

～ようになる is used to express becoming able 

to do something. 

 

 6   ａ 

～そうです is used to tell someone what an-

other person said.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7   ａ 

～かどうか is used when expressing uncer-

tainty over which of two alternatives will oc-

cur.  

 

 8   ｂ 

～やすい, meaning tend to do something or 

easily do something, attaches to the masu-

stem (the masu form of a verb, without masu). 

 

 9   ａ 

お金が来る is not used as an expression. The 

natural expression that best approximates this 

idea isお金が入る. 

 

 10   ａ 

This could also be naturally expressed as 人

の世話が好きですから.  

 

 11   ａ 

Choice a represents a way to express both お

なかがすいて早く食べたいとき  (when I 

want to eat right away because I’m hungry) 

and ご飯が熱いとき (when the rice is hot). 

 

 12   ｂ 

～ようにする and ～ようとする mean dif-

ferent things, so be sure to distinguish their us-

age.  
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 １   ａ 

～ようになる is used when you want to ex-

press the idea of becoming able to do some-

thing that you can’t do now.  

 

 2   ｂ 

私の国の服は輸出させています in choice a 

means that the clothing is exporting some-

thing.  

 

 3   ａ 

Since it is already established that the food is 

delicious and the restaurant has a nice atmos-

phere, then 満足している would be used, not 

満足する. 

 

 4   ｂ 

困りになります is not used as an expression. 

困ります suffices. 

 

 5   ａ 

Sentences that begin with ～ところは often 

end with ～ところだ. 

 

 6   ｂ 

～ようにしている means いつも～しようと

思っている. The sentence says 将来は (in 

the future), so it is not talking about an いつ

も situation.  

 

 7   ａ 

Choice b cannot be considered a natural sen-

tence because it is unclear how この学校で過

ごしたあと、  (after spending time at this 

school) relates to the rest of the sentence.  

 

 8   ｂ 

When used with わからない , どのくらい 

needs to be immediately followed by か.  

 

 9   ａ 

伸びてほしい in choice b is a phrase that is 

used when talking about others, so it can’t be 

used in reference to oneself.  

 

 10   ｂ 

The problem here is simply a matter of parti-

cle usage. Memorize that ～を忘れる is the 

right expression.  

 

 11   ａ 

When a “verb + か” phrase precedes わから

ない, that verb is put in the plain form, not the 

masu form. 

 

 12   ｂ 

混雑している is used to indicate that there 

are many people or things in a particular place. 
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 １   ｂ 

Given that the first sentence mentions some-

thing seen, choice b is the right answer be-

cause it describes the person’s reaction to what 

was seen.  

 

 2   ｂ 

The first sentence talks about the time it takes 

to go to school from home. Choice b is the 

only one that continues with that topic. 

 

 3   ａ 

Since the first sentence includes 行けなかっ

た, it is natural for the second sentence to fol-

low with the idea of 来月行くことにする.  

 

 4   ａ 

Since the first sentence implies ペットボトル

専用のごみ箱 (a waste receptacle for plastic 

bottles only), it is clear that only plastic bottles 

should be placed in that receptacle.  

 

 5   ａ 

Choice b would be the correct answer if the 

preceding part stated 説明したあと. 

 

 6   ａ 

It would be natural to think 寝てしまったか

ら降りることができなかった.  

 

 

 

 7   ｂ 

Since the first sentence indicates that the per-

son has returned home from school, 帰ったほ

うがいいです doesn’t make sense. 

 

 8   ｂ 

Given that the blank is preceded by しかし, 

choice b is correct because it presents a con-

trast with what is stated in the first sentence.  

 

 9   ｂ 

Since the blank is preceded by だから, it is 

natural for the following part to state what the 

person did in response to the situation men-

tioned. In cases such as this, expressions that 

convey the feeling of ～ばよかった are not 

used.  

 

 10   ａ 

それに is used to introduce additional infor-

mation on the same topic.  

 

 11   ａ 

The message of the two sentences could also 

be phrased as 勝つと思っていたが、負けて

しまった. 

 

 12   ｂ 

それでも is used to introduce a statement that 

contrasts with the preceding one.  
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 １   ａ 

This is a message commonly used as an open-

ing in letters. After asking how the other per-

son is doing, it is natural for the writer to fol-

low with a statement on their own situation.  

 

 2   ｂ 

A statement like 薬をもらった  is typically 

followed by a description of the medicine.  

 

 3   ａ 

It is unlikely that people who need to wear 

glasses only when driving would also have to 

wear glasses when they travel on a train or an 

airplane.  

 

 4   ｂ 

As the first sentence talks about someone liv-

ing in a condo building, it is normal for it to 

be followed by a description of the building. 

 

 5   ｂ 

Choice b makes sense because it is a message 

of encouragement to the person (“I”) who 

looked sad. 

 

 6   ａ 

The person is saying that they are having trou-

ble deciding whether to quit their job, not that 

they will definitely quit.  

 

 7   ｂ 

ところで is used to change the subject. 

 

 8   ａ 

すると is used to introduce an occurrence that 

follows the one in the preceding statement. 

Generally, the occurrence that follows is 

something predictable or expected; walking 

home while getting soaked by the rain is not 

an expected situation.  

 

 9   ａ 

Given that the person has just finished eating 

something, the more logical outcome is 何も

食べることができません. 

 

 10   ａ 

そこで is used to introduce a solution taken to 

the issue described in the preceding statement. 

料理を作るのを続けた cannot be considered 

a solution.  

 

 11   ｂ 

（ときどき）好きなものを買う is the more ap-

propriate choice for following ただし (how-

ever). 

 

 12   ｂ 

そのうえ means the same thing as さらに, so 

it should be followed with a situation similar 

to the preceding one (it started raining).  
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 １   ａ 

There is no direct connection between the fact 

that it took a lot of time to get to the ocean and 

the idea that Japanese people enjoy the ocean.  

 

 2   ｂ 

Logically, the blank should be filled with a 

reason. 電気をつけたかったようだ is not a 

reason.  

 

 3   ｂ 

Since the person making this statement is the 

one who was asked to go to Nepal, 行かなく

てよさそうだ in choice a doesn’t make sense. 

 

 4   ａ 

The blank needs to be filled with a statement 

that relates to the 心が落ち着きます preced-

ing it. 

 

 5   ａ 

もっとおいしい料理が作れるよ in choice b 

doesn’t represent a compliment.  

 

 6   ｂ 

If choice a were selected, it would have to be 

followed by an explanation of why the person 

is alone afterwards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 7   ａ 

Since それとも is used to introduce an alter-

native, choice a is the better answer because it 

presents another possible destination for the 

date.  

 

 8   ｂ 

Logically, the blank should be filled with a 

statement about what should be done in order 

to get up early.  

 

 9   ａ 

It is more natural for だから to be followed 

by a statement about an action for getting 

through the problem of having no money to 

do the shopping.  

 

 10   ａ 

Since ところが is used to set up a contrast 

with the preceding statement, choice a is the 

better answer because it contrasts with the pre-

ceding お客さんがいないとさびしい. 

 

 11   ｂ 

As the first sentence mentions an event, it is 

more natural for また to be followed by a 

statement about another event.  

 

 12   ｂ 

In the context of the preceding statement, the 

important thing that should be done is plan-

ning and preparation.  
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 １   ｄ→ａ→ｃ→ｂ 

It would be strange for the paragraph to start 

with 例えば or また.  

 

 2   ｄ→ｂ→ａ→ｃ 

Sentences starting with 皆さんは often go at 

the beginning.  

 

 3   ｃ→ａ→ｂ→ｄ 

すみません is often used to get a stranger’s 

attention when you want to speak with them.  

 

 4   ｂ→ａ→ｄ→ｃ 
Sentences starting with 最近 often go at the 

beginning.  

 

 5   ｄ→ｃ→ｂ→ａ 
一方で is used to present a different situation 

for comparison.  

 

 6   ａ→ｃ→ｄ→ｂ 

Sentences that are questions often go at the be-

ginning. 

 

 7   ｃ→ａ→ｄ→ｂ 

Sentences that are questions but start with し

かし or たぶん usually do not go at the be-

ginning.  

 

 8   ｂ→ｄ→ｃ→ａ 

Think about where そのようなもの and 例

えば need to go.  
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 １   ｃ→ｂ→ｄ→ａ 

The natural flow is to say that one enjoys mov-

ies and then state the type of movies that one 

likes.  

 

 2   ａ→ｂ→ｄ→ｃ 

Think carefully about where そして andカナ

ルさん need to go.  

 

 3   ｃ→ａ→ｂ→ｄ 

The person mentions types of apples and then 

proceeds to talk about making jam from ap-

ples.  

 

 4   ａ→ｄ→ｂ→ｃ 

You need to think about what situation is re-

ferred to by その in その結果. 

 

 5   ｂ→ｄ→ａ→ｃ 

Questions like 知っていますか often go at 

the beginning.  

 

 6   ｂ→ｃ→ａ→ｄ 

The key here is to note that sentence c needs 

to directly follow sentence b.  

 

 7   ｄ→ａ→ｂ→ｃ 

Think about which sentence needs to go first.  

 

 8   ｄ→ａ→ｃ→ｂ 

Think about what is referred to by それ in 

それには of sentence a and それだけでなく 

of sentence b.  
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 １   ｆ 
本を読んで寝ること has nothing to do with 

the rules.  

 

 2   ｄ 

This is a discussion of the writer’s experience; 

sentence d is the only one that deals with the 

friend’s experience. 

 

 3   ｅ 

While sentence e technically could be kept in 

place, it is not closely related to the discussion 

of eating raw food.  

 

 4   ｃ 

Sentence c is the only one that doesn’t directly 

pertain to the topic of oysters. 

 

 5   ａ 

Sentence a is the only one that doesn’t pertain 

to the discussion of how busy Japanese people 

are.  

 

 6   ｅ 

The thought that one minute is too short 

doesn’t relate to the rest of the discussion.  

 

 7   ｃ 

The passage is a discussion of takoyaki, but 

sentence c abruptly brings up okonomiyaki.  

 

 8   ｂ 

Sentence b isn’t necessary to the discussion of 

going back to sleep.  
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 1   ｅ 

The fact that elementary school students often 

take trains doesn’t relate to the overall discus-

sion.  

 

 2   ｃ 

Sentence c states the writer’s impression, but 

there is no need to inject personal opinions in 

this passage.  

 

 3   ｃ 

While sentence c technically could be kept in 

place, it is not directly related to 棒に当たる. 

 

 4   ａ 

Sentence a is the only one not directly tied to 

the discussion of ラジオ体操.  

 

 

 

 

 5   ｅ 

Given that sentence e is preceded by よくない

点もあります, it is strange for it to recom-

mend choosing items that are individually 

wrapped.  

 

 6   ｄ 

There is no need for the explanation 全ての

運転をするのではない in sentence C to im-

mediately follow the preceding discussion.  

 

 7   ａ 

Although the topic of drawing pictures is re-

lated to the overall discussion, its placement at 

the beginning is unnatural.  

 

 8   ｂ 

The passage focuses on the wonder of magic 

tricks, but 楽しそう (appear to enjoy) doesn’t 

directly relate to this subject.  
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 １   ｃ 

川本さんのとなりにいた人に… tells us that 

Kawamoto-san isn’t the one who said be quiet, 

so choice b is incorrect.  

 

 2   ｂ 

またコンビニでチキン買ってる at the begin-

ning provides a clue to the answer.  

 

 3   ｃ 

それ refers to what immediately precedes it, 

namely, 切符を買わずに電車に乗れたら….  

 

 4   ａ 

Note that the second sentence states 森の中

を歩くことは気持ちがいい.  

 

 5   ａ 

The sentence starting with だから presents 

the main message of this paragraph.  

 

 6   ｂ 

The clue here is 残りの半分のうちの半分は、

大学に進学する (half of the remaining half 

go on to college).  
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 １   ｃ 

Note that the paragraph states キャンセルす

る場合は…２日前までにお願いします.  

 

 2   ｃ 

Pay attention to ２つの部分に分かれていて. 

 

 3   ｂ 

Think of 家族を待たせることになる as indi-

cating 料理ができあがるのが遅くなる. 

 

 

 4   ｃ 

それ in それは refers to 作業員全員が外

国人であること. 

 

 5   ｂ 

The immediately preceding sentence states 

多くの夏野菜を食べるのがいい. 

 

 6   ｂ 

Think of 新鮮な気持ちになることができま

した as indicating 気分よく散歩することが

できた. 
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 １    

Ｑ１  ｃ 

The description of Phuong-san’s job appears 

in the first paragraph. 

 

Ｑ２  ｄ 

The sentences immediately preceding and fol-

lowing the blank each state a difficult aspect 

of the job, the second of which is tougher than 

the first. From this, we can tell that さらに is 

the appropriate choice.  

 

Ｑ３  ｃ 

Although the passage describes the job as 大

変だ (tough), it also says that the work is 楽

しい  (fun) and 不満な点はない  (there is 

nothing disappointing), so the best answer is 

choice c.  

 

 2  

Ｑ１  ａ 

Since the focus shifts from cured onions to 

fresh onions, いっぽうで is the best choice.  

 

Ｑ２  ｄ 

The last paragraph talks about fresh onions, so 

新たまねぎ is what goes in the blank.  

 

Ｑ３  ｃ 

Choice c matches the passage’s statement that 

普通のたまねぎも新たまねぎも栄養成分に

違いはない.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



１文字から始める 集中！にほんご読みトレ 初中級 

［解答解説］ 英語版 ２０２４.１1 

©The Japan Times Publishing, Ltd. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 １    

Ｑ１  ａ 

The passage doesn’t contain choice b’s de-

scription, 鉄の板を使ってたたく (beat (it) 

with a steel plate), nor choice c’s description, 

ハンマーの形をした楽器 (a hammer-shaped 

instrument). As for choice d, the passage 

states that the steelpan was invented in a Car-

ibbean country, not that the instrument is used 

only in the Caribbean.  

 

Ｑ２  ｄ 

The second paragraph states 『スティールパ

ン』という名前が一般的だが… at the begin-

ning and 『スチールパン』とも言われる  at 

the end, so it is clear that a single name has not 

been established. 

 

Ｑ３  ｃ 

Choice c means the same thing as 工場で大

量に作ることが難しい in the passage.  

 

 2  

Ｑ１  ｄ 

The passage says 鹿は普段は草やドングリ

を食べる. 普段 has the same meaning as い

つも. 

 

Ｑ２  ｂ 

The part preceding the blank states 鹿にとっ

ても重要な食べ物ではない with regard to 

shika senbei, but the part that follows explains 

that shika senbei is nevertheless a meaningful 

part of the deer diet. For this reason, しかし 

is the best choice.  

 

Ｑ３  ｂ 

The passage says 草やドングリだけではおな

かがいっぱいにならない . This means the 

same thing as what choice b states.  
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 １  

Ｑ１  ａ 

Avoid mistaking the meaning of それ（＝100

人）よりも 150人も多い人が電車に乗って

いる.  

 

Ｑ２  ｃ 

それ（＝100人）よりも 80人多い状態 

means 180 people.  

 

Ｑ３  ｂ 

Choice b is correct because the passage indi-

cates that a new line going through station B 

to station C was opened in 2019.  

 

 2  

Ｑ１  ｃ 

The passage does include the description in 

choice d, but remember that the question is 

asking about 読み方の説明.  

 

Ｑ２  ｃ 

Note that それ is immediately preceded by 

人を横ではなく前から見た形の漢字.  

 

Ｑ３  ｄ 

人 represents a person’s shape seen from the 

side, while 大 represents it from the front. 
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 １   ｃ 

 

 

 2   ｂ 

 

  

a. × 

b. × 

c. 〇 

d. × 

a. × 

c. × 
d. × 

b. 〇  

It does not say 消えたら一度 OFFにしたほうがいい (it should be 

turned off when (the lamp) goes out). 

2時間 

15分 
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 3   ｄ 

      

 

 

 4   ｂ 

 

  

B is less than A 

c. × 

Sales of B were lower in June 

compared to May 

a. b. × 

d. 〇 
100 or more units of B were 

sold every month (以上  in-

cludes 100) 

c. × 

b. 〇 

d. × 

a. × 
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 １   ｃ 

 

 

 2   ａ 

 

  

a. × 

b. × 
→13日 →11日 →12日 

d. × 

プラ 燃える ビン・カン 

a . × 
The statement 年を取れば取るほど短くなっている (sleeping time 

becomes shorter with age) does not hold true for the light gray bars 
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 3   ｄ 

 

 

 

 4   ａ 

  

a. × 

d. 〇 

b. × 

c. × 

田中さんOK 

→ a 

王さんOK 

→ aか b 
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 １    

Ｑ１ ｃ  Mサイズ 550円 ＋ アーモンド 50円 ＝ 600円 

Ｑ２ ａ  Lサイズ６50円 ＋ いちご 100円 ＋ マンゴー100円 ＋ アーモンド 50円 ＝ 900円 
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 2    

Ｑ１ ｂ 

Ｑ２ ａ 

 

 

 

 

 

Ｑ2 「細かく分けて考える」ではない 

Ｑ1 


