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The two Koreas have angrily blamed ¢ach other for the incident.
which senior South Korean military officials said could easily
have escalated into a peninsula-wide conflict. July 1. 2002
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According to North Korea’s explanation, seven of the 13 abductees
were taken by North Korean agents, five left for the North voluntarily
and one was kidnapped by a Jap agent cooperating with North
Korea. Oer, 3, 2002
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Japan and North Korea remained divided on the key issues of
abductions and nuclear weapons as they began their first talks on
normalizing diplomatic relations in two years, a Foreign
Ministry official said.

They confirmed in the declaration that the North would comply
with all international accords regarding nuclear and missile
issues on the peninsula and resolve the issues in a comprehensive
INANNET. Ovei. 30, 2002
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