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Solar system is redefined

(©

TRACK2

1) Leading astronomers on Thursday approved historic new guidelines under
which distant Pluto is no longer defined as a planet.

2) After a tumultuous week of discussions on the essence of the cosmos, the

International Astronomical Union stripped Pluto of the planetary status it
has held since overy in 1930. It is the first time that scientists have
had a formal definition of what is - and is not - a planet.

ﬁ)'[hur\d s decision by the prcsugmus international group spells out the
ic tests that celestial obje have to pass before they can be
idered for admission to the clilc cosmic club.

cor

al' planets in

4) For now, membership will be restricted to the eight '
S: (urn Uranus and

the solar system: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter,
Neptune.

5) Much-maligned Pluto doesn't make the grade under the new rules for a
planet: "a celestial body that is in orbit around the sun, has sufficient mass
for its self-gravity to overcome rigid body forces so that it assumes a
nearly round shape, and has cleared the neighborhood around its orbit.

6) Pluto is automatically disqualified because its oblong orbit overlaps that of

Neptune.

7) Instead, it will be reclassed in a new category of "dwarf plancts," similar to
what have long been termed "minor planets.” A dwarf planet is defined as
"a celestial body that is in orbit around the sun, has sufficient m: tnr its
self-gravity to overcome rigid body forces so that it arly
round shape, has not cleared the neighborhood around its orbit, .md is not
a satellite.

'he definition also lays out a third class of lesser objects that orbit the sun
— "small solar system bodies," a term that will apply to numerous asteroids,

comets and other natural satellites

8)

9) Although astronomers applauded after the vote, Jocelyn Bell Burnell -
specialist in neutron stars from Northern Ireland who oversaw lht‘
proceedings - urged those who might be disappointed to look on the
bright side "It could be argued that we are creating an umbrella called
‘planet’ under which the dwarf planets exist," she said, drawing laughter
by waving a stuffed Disney Pluto beneath a real umbrella.

17 Reading Comprehension

ol o (@
15 Listening Comprehension 'S
oK

1.What group redefined the term
“planet”?

(A) The International Astronomical Union

(B) The Elite Cosmic Club

(C) The Neutron Star Agens

(D) The National Aeronaut
Agency

s and Space

2. What is NOT a condition for being
considered a planet?

(A) Orbiting the sun

(B) Having a nearly round shape.

(C) Clearing its neighborhood of other
astronomical bodies

(D) Having enough gravity to attract a
satellite

3. What is the scientific name given to
asteroids and comets?

(A) Dwarf planets
(B) Minor planets

(C) Small solar system bodies
(D) Classical planets

1. What did the International Astronom-
ical Union do?

(A) Test a group of celestial objects.

(B) Create new terminological guidelines.
(C) Create a new cosmic club

(D) Redefine Pluto’s orbit.

2. Why does Pluto fail to qualify as a
planet under the new definition?

() It’s too small

(B) It has a crooked orbit.

() It shares part of its orbit with another
planet.

(D) It does not have enough gravity

3. Who is Jocelyn Bell Burnell?

(A) An astronomer

(B) An amateur photographer
(C) An astronaut

(D) A comedian

VOCABULARY

asteroid : /B,

celestial : k(). 20, XLO. #4LL,
classical : & ##% , E#IRKO,

cosmos : i, #F. 8.
disqualify : #8125 RIEE® S,

dwarf : (BEIET) MBY A XCENTHENAE
L BRT) RN WELOIUL,

elite cosmic club: ZZ T [BEINZE,

in orbit : BEREEICH 3.

make the grade : X(-#7 5 @it Eahd,

much-maligned : V&< BN,
oblong : SN, RAEHO, WED.

spell out: LSBT 5. WEHT,
stripAof B:ANSBER). HETS.
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= ANSWERS =)

1> Reading Comprehension

1= Listening Comprehension

1. (A) The International Astronomical
Union

[redefine | CHLE AF v §5. W18F7777
T8 T B[ 7V —7 = astronomers | HH LR E
BREELTERLEVIEELEDT. SOV =
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2. (D) Having enough gravity to attract
a satellite.

BREBOLNSLOORAETEHOLERT
I, BEOEARFENYAMEEATORDH
FCODIZRLIE DO PIHRA LM% Do B
545757 Onew rules AFHTOYRPLSH
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3. (C) Small solar system bodies

A% x¥ DZDELTI, asteroids & comets Wi
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Pluto

1. (B) Create new terminological guide-
lines.

MO did AE M B NORIPIHO test, create,
create, redefine {ZMiE L TV 5. [HE#] 4°E
MEPBLTHY, #1577 7 7 Tapproved
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2. (C) It shares part of its orbit with
another planet.
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3. (A) An astronomer
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The JapanTimes
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