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Preface

This book is a compilation of 60 installments of The Japan Times' "Communication Cues" column, which
ran from January 2005 to June 2007. In reorganizing the material into book form, we have added exer-
cises to check comprehension and demonstrate how new words and phrases can be applied to conver-
sation.

The aim of this book is to provide an opportunity to read and understand sample newspaper articles
from various facets of modern Japan and to offer practice materials which will enable you to discuss
those articles with friends and acquaintances. We have included exercises that are based on a conversa-
tional format so you can improve your speaking skills.

Linguistic ability is not achieved solely through passive methods such as reading or listening com-
prehension. A holistic approach—reading, listening to, and talking about materials on the same topic—
leads to more efficient learning. Therefore, this book offers subject matter for comprehensive language
practice.

We have selected a broad range of issues from Japanese society today: lifestyle topics such as cloth-
ing, food and housing; the economy; education; health; annual festivals and events; changing values;
environmental problems; the declining birthrate; and the scarcity of available jobs.

It is our sincere hope this volume will be a great help in your acquisition of practical Japanese skills.

October 2007

Osamu Mizutani
Nobuko Mizutani
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How to Use This Book

As this book aims to provide a comprehensive approach, put each section to practical use in the

following ways.

Understanding the Main Passage

The passages in this book are examples of typical newspaper articles, not actual clippings; how-
ever, they have been devised to mimic newspaper style.

First, try to read as much of an article as you can without referring to the vocabulary list.

Next, answer the fill-in-the-blank exercises that come after the vocabulary list.

Once you have grasped the gist of a passage, check the meaning of words and phrases in the
vocabulary list, read the passage again and make certain you completely understand it, down to
the smallest detail.

Further, please note that all words and phrases relative to each sample newspaper article, as
well as many kanji-based words are included in the vocabulary lists, so you can start anywhere in

the book regardless of the difficulty of the passage.

CD-recorded Passages @

The CDs are not merely the sample newspaper articles read aloud, but are passages recited in the
manner of radio or TV news. Spoken news style is more formal than everyday conversation, but
because TV or radio news is meant for listening, the style also differs from written forms. The con-
tent of the TV and radio news passages is the same as that of the newspaper passages, so if you
listen after reading the main passage, the CDs should be relatively easy to comprehend.

On the other hand, you can listen first and then read the passage. Either way is fine. If you are
good at listening comprehension, it might be easier and more efficient to approach the lesson

through the taped news portion.

Dialogues and Conversation Practice

The dialogues are examples of how you can use the information gained in the newspaper and
radio and TV news passages in conversation. The first dialogue is in the polite form, between ac-

quaintances, and the second is an informal conversation between people in a closer relationship.



Listen to the CD-recorded version of each dialogue to check your comprehension. Unlike the sam-
ple newspaper articles, there is no need to read the dialogues.

The conversation practice shows that the dialogue sentence patterns can be used for other
topics as well. Pattern practice often appears in language textbooks, but it usually consists of
short sentences and phrases; "conversation practice," or realistic use of spoken forms, is rare. In ac-
cordance with the research into conversational forms that we have pursued for many years, the
exercises in this book have been devised so that you will be able to practice each lesson's conver-
sation points using different topics.

The exercise topics cover current events and social issues.

Applied Newspaper Reading

We have also included a section of actual newspaper clippings that center around seasonal events
and happenings. Try to put the knowledge you have gained to practical use. Just like the words
from the sample newspaper articles, we have included as many words as possible from the actual

passages.

Through the methods detailed above, try to aim for overall improvement of your practical skills in

Japanese.
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: The Asakaze is going to dis-

appear, isn’t it?

: It seems that the age of

sleeping cars is over.

: I realize that, but it’s still a

bit sad.

: I wish I had had a chance to

ride on the “hotel on wheels.”
I think I could sleep better
in a stationary hotel than a
moving one.

a) limited express sleeper
trains

b) sleeping aboard trains

a) “hotels on wheels”

b) leisurely paced travel-
ing

a) smoking cars on the
bullet train

b) smoking is allowed on
trains
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(1) BLE (2) £3487) (3) a. HER b. KT (a - b RIERE)



1 BEokiR IhIHE] ELE

Deluxe night-trains to disappear

Three JR companies—East Japan, Tokai and West Japan
—have decided to discontinue the Asakaze, a limited
express sleeper train service, as part of a timetable over-
haul to be implemented on March 1, 2005. Asakaze
made its debut in 1956, and in 1958 it connected new-
type carriages with fully air-conditioned roomettes, the
first of its kind in Japan. With the addition of a dining
carriage, the service was hailed as a "hotel on wheels”
But recently, it has been deprived of its passengers by
bullet trains and airplane services and is now running at
just 30 percent of capacity. Furthermore, the Tokyo
bound train arrives during the morning rush hour.
When it is delayed, it affects the congested schedule of
the commuter trains, and therefore canceling the ser-
vice has been under consideration for some time.

2 BADRFADHICERAEVS

Increasing photochemical smog in Tokyo
Although exhaust fumes from automobiles are strictly
regulated in Tokyo, levels of photochemical smog are
on the increase. Photochemical oxidants, which are the
cause of photochemical smog, cause pain in people’s
throats and eyes. An investigation by Tokyo authorities
shows that besides the influence of the fierce heat of
summer, the balance between the density of nitrogen
oxides and that of VOC (Volatile Organic Chemical Com-
pounds) has changed, resulting in the generation of
photochemical smog; and nitrogen oxides have
dropped due to the strict control of exhaust fumes
while levels of VOC have not decreased much. VOC is
emitted from paints, printing ink, dry-cleaning fluid—all
of which are used by small-and-medium-sized busi-
nesses that are not yet subject to regulatory measures.

3 FHEDT3% NEEREAER] [UCT D

Food expiration dates stressed by youths

What people tend to pay attention to when choosing
food is its expiry date rather than where it was pro-
duced. This was the result of a survey carried out by
Toyo University in October on the eating habits of stu-
dents. Answers were obtained from 100 students both
male and female, 56 percent of whom live with their
family. Seventy-three percent of the respondents were
most concerned with the expiry date when choosing
food. Social Psychology Professor Inagi believes this in-
dicates that the youth of today eat nothing but safe-to-
eat food and are incapable of checking food with their
own five senses. They depend on numbers because they
are not confident in their own judgment and they like
things to be black and white when it comes to food safety.

132

4 RFTEHEBRZHENM

Cedar allergy increasing

The number of people suffering from an allergy to cedar
pollen is on the rise. Cedar buds grow well following a
year with a relatively dry rainy season and fierce sum-
mer heat. Also, after a year in which there are few buds,
the amount of blossoms increase so as to compensate
for the previous year. Because these conditions have
been met this year, as well as the number of hours of
sunlight, which affects the amount of blossoms, was
high almost everywhere in the country last year, this
year's pollen count likely to be the highest ever. The
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare offers pertinent
information on the Internet, while warning people to
be cautious against folk remedies since most of them
have no basis.

5 EMBEICELUDRRT

Many small bookstores go bankrupt

According to a summary by Tokyo Commerce and In-
dustry Research, a private credit research company, the
number of bookstores going bankrupt each year has
been between 30 and 49 since 2000. Four hundred for-
ty-seven stores nationwide went bankrupt between
1990 and 2003: 85 percent of these had fewer than 10
employees and 64 percent had yearly sales of less than
¥100 million. With the sudden increase in the number
of publications, customers head for big stores with an
extensive selection of titles, and sales of magazines, a
big source of income, has been eaten away by conve-
nience stores, making the situation for small bookstores
even tougher. The increase in online book-sellers where
it is possible to buy books without going to a store, has
also had an influence on business.

6 FTELEBHIAULOREICEZIT—ER
Households with at least three kids get discounts
Governor Tanimoto of Ishikawa Prefecture announced
on the Jan. 4 that his local authority will distribute dis-
count cards to households with at least three children
under 18 years old. This is aimed as a means of combat-
ing the low birth rate and giving support to child-raising
families. The card will entitle the bearer to discounts at
supermarkets, restaurants, children’s clothing stores and
other outlets. Of the 410,000 households in the prefec-
ture 19,000 will be eligible. The prefecture will not fund
the discounts, but participating business will display a
sign saying “a friend of child raising” either at its stores or
in its promotional material, and the prefecture will give
them publicity through newspaper advertisements and
its public relations publications. The program, the first of
its kind in Japan, is scheduled to start in fall this year.



