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New prime minister appoints Cabinet
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to build unity ahead of _ B

[an anticipated early general election] @ [E L\%Eﬂﬁﬁ] %%Eﬁﬁ

[Former LDP policy chief Shoichi _

Nakagawal] @&& E%%Eﬂ%ﬁgg—

was named ... e
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[Hawkish Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) President Taro Aso]
was elected prime minister Sept. 24
and immediately formed his new Cabinet.
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Hawkish Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) President Taro Aso
was elected prime minister Sept. 24
and immediately formed his new Cabinet.

Close allies and rivals
were appointed to key positions
to build unity ahead of
an anticipated early general election.

Former LDP policy chief Shoichi Nakagawa
was hamed

both finance minister and financial services minister.
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Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda picked a new Cabinet on
Aug. 1 that was a mix of old-guard legislators and several

reappointments.

Many of the faces chosen were the same, including [Foreign
Minister Masahiko Komura, health minister Yoichi Masuzoe and
chief government spokesman Nobutaka Machimura].

Fukuda also appointed two women, former telecommunications
minister Seiko Noda and Kyoko Nakayama, a key figure in trying
to win back Japanese kidnapped by North Korea.

The Cabinet reshuffle has been seen as [an attempt by Fukuda
to win back public support following scandals over missing
pension records and alleged bribery in his bureaucracy].

Fukuda also picked [old-guard legislators for the top positions
in the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, including former Foreign
Minister Taro Aso as secretary general]. «p images)
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= An embattled Fukuda reshuffled his

Cabinet (on Aug. 1).
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- = Prime Minister ... picked on Aug. 1 [a
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cannabis : Kk, B (7)) O—i&
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