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Preface

is a beginning- to intermediate-level kanji textbook for Japanese-language
learners from cultures that do not use Chinese characters. It is designed for basically two
types of students—those who have already begun to learn kanji but want to have more fun
in their studies, and those without any background in kanji who want to start learning these

characters.

Kanji cannot be mastered overnight, and many learners find the characters to be intimi-
dating, tricky to memorize, and easy to forget. We, the authors of this book, have frequently
worked with such learners in our roles as Japanese-language instructors, so we decided to
pool together ideas from our daily teaching experiences to create a tool for helping students
to tackle kanji. By carefully selecting and refining our ideas, we came up with a book that
makes kanji learning fun and easy through illustrations and mnemonic hints for each of the
512 characters presented. We hope that this book will enable students to enjoyably learn
many kanji and that it will serve as a handy reference for Japanese-language instructors

when they teach kanji.

We wish to express our deep appreciation to everyone who assisted us during the five
years it took to bring this book to completion. We especially thank Chiaki Sekido of the
Japan Times Publications Department for painstakingly editing our work, Noriko Udagawa
for drawing the illustrations, Yutaka Ono for aiding our development of the material, and

our students for inspiring us to create this book.

March 2009
The Authors
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What are kaniji?

Kanji are characters that were created in China. While there are various theories on their origin, the
general consensus is that they were already in use by 1,500 B.C. Kanji (the Chinese characters) differ
from the alphabet and other phonographic writing systems in that they are logograms, meaning that each
character holds meaning in addition to expressing sound. They are believed to have been introduced to
Japan via Korea more than 1,500 years ago. At that time, Japan did not have a writing system of its own,
so the Chinese characters were adopted to write Japanese. Today, Japanese is written using a mixture of
kanji, hiragana, katakana, and the alphabet.

How many are there?

Just how many kanji exist? Big Chinese character dictionaries list roughly 50,000 characters, but
most of them have fallen out of common use. Japanese newspapers and magazines employ about 3,000
kanji. Of that number, 1,945 were designated by the Japanese government as commonly used kanji—the
Joyd Kanji. A total of 1,006 Joyd Kanji are taught at the elementary school level (referred to as Kyoiku
Kanji), and most of the remainder are taught in junior high school.

Nearly 99% of the kanji appearing in newspapers and magazines are Joyo Kanji. The 500 most
frequently used kanji account for almost 80% of all newspaper kanji, and the 1,000 most frequently used
kanji cover more than 90%.

Types of Kaniji
How were kanji created? They can be largely divided into the following four types based on their
formation.

e Pictograms

Some kanji are pictograms, which are characters that pictorially represent certain things. While few
in number, pictographic kanji are frequently used as parts of other kanji, so they can be considered
fundamental characters.

Picture = —  Earlykanji —  Modern kaniji

| Laad - -1

7|§ (tree) "'I = A —> \ .
H (day; sun) '_'. , —> : —>
R (dog) = — —> '
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H (day; sun) + ‘%‘T () (temple)

B (V) (time)

¥ (V) tohold) = ¥ (hand) +  F (V) (temple)
EECH) (poem) = El (to say) + '%: (V) (temple)

FIDOLIHIFALETHRL, BT HIIR2LE0LRONET,
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e Simple ideograms
These are kanji that use dots and lines to represent numbers and abstract concepts that would be

difficult to depict with pictograms.

= (three) — ) e

[ ]
£ wp) S 2 —> _\__

e Compound ideograms
These are kanji formed from the combination of two or more kanji.

7f7]§ (small forest) = j‘ (tree) + 71‘ (tree)

BH (bright) H (day; sun) + A (moon)
e Phonetic-ideographic characters

These kanji are made up of an element that expresses meaning and an element that represents a
sound. It is said that more than 80% of the kanji used today fall into this category.

On-yomi Meaning part + Sound part
BF (ji) (time) = Haysuy)  +  5F (i) (lemple)
¥ (i) (to hold) = ¥ (and +  SF (i) (temple)
#F (shiy(poem) = B (osay) + SF (i) (temple)

% This is an example of the many cases where the sound part of a phonetic-ideographic
kanji is used to represent a slightly different sound.

Radicals

Close inspection of even the most intricate kanji reveals that they are made up of several simpler
parts. In fact, the vast majority of kanji are combinations of various subunits. The part that is most
closely tied to the character’s meaning is called a radical. Depending on their position within a kanji, the
radicals are classified into the seven categories indicated below. Some radicals can stand on their own
as kaniji, such as A and 7K, while others like 4 and "~ are not used as independent characters.

@ l:l Left (hen) This is the most common type of radical. 'ﬁg *)Jé %
@ E Top (kanmuri) 'J%, /-’7\ %
® : Bottom (ashi) x B A

i
o
PRl

@ n n E u Enclosure (kamae)
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4. Kanji Tables

Each target kanji is presented in a table formatted as follows.

113
@ A person is resting by a tree
(K).
@ B vE N & »7T -1 @
ADPARDEZATHRATVET,
©) to rest
@ _P ) PRE (®FD) torest; to be absent 1 HRe# (2w>29)
D> Xg R& (R 24) holiday; absence 3 cancellation of lecture
BIRL (>%F %) summer vacation i E{*E (TWEwHY) @
BARZ (5% F %) lunch break i holiday (of a store)
KRB (295U ->) holiday 3
<l Wikl DT T [ofe ke Bt
| | | | | | |
@ ©®
@ Entry number
The target kanji are numbered in order of their appearance in the book.
@ Kanji
(® Meaning (in English)
(@ Readings

* Readings marked with P> are on-yomi, or readings derived from the Chinese pronunciation of the
character. Those marked with [>are kun-yomi, or readings that represent the native Japanese word for
the concept expressed by the character.

* Both on-yomi and kun-yomi readings are arranged in the order of their appearance in the vocabulary
list ((®) of the table.

* Each table presents all readings included in the Joyd Kanji list (a list of 1,945 standard kanji issued by
Japan’s Ministry of Education in 1981).

* On-yomi and kun-yomi readings sometimes change to assimilated or voiced sounds when the kanji
appears in the middle or end of a compound. Such phonetically shifted readings are also included if
the table’s vocabulary list contains words with those readings.

* Readings listed in bold are ones that should be studied as part of the lesson. These are readings that
appear in the shaded expressions (focus words) of the table’s vocabulary list.

(® Mnemonic hint

* This is a short description or scenario designed to facilitate memorization of the character. The word
in bold indicates the kanji’s meaning. Reading the mnemonic hint while looking at the accompanying
illustration allows the user to form a mental link between the kanji’s form and meaning, making it
easier to remember them. Also, kanji enclosed in parentheses in the mnemonic hint are a part of the
target kanji, or are related to the target kanji. This feature was added to make new kanji easier to
remember by tying them to kanji already learned.

* A Japanese translation is provided for each hint.

(® Vocabulary list

This section lists expressions containing the target kanji that are frequently used or represent various
readings of the target kanji. Shaded expressions are focus words that should be memorized, and are
included in the workbook drills. The levels of the shaded expressions are as follows.
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113
A person is resting by a tree
().
> /( ’ ABADEZ B THATUET,
to rest
| =R PRE (T L) torest; to be absent RFE (2w>29)
> XY KA (T &) holiday; absence ; cancellation of lecture
BRL (r>%4 %) summer vacation ‘ ERE (TVEw >0
BIRL (10 5%F A) lunch break holiday (of a store)
KB (29> L) holiday
<> 4 AR O 1® Ken VKo
114

| run even what I’m covered

? , ) with soil (£).
g% —> /L FiesancbEnET,
o run
> %9 £% (3L 53) torun FAEK (137257
>EIL TEBUE (T5%5) feast motorcycle gang
BtE (#:5%5) escape from a prison BhE (*LbH¥) December
*FE (Y9%5) running away
AT (£529) running; moving
<> T T iE L F R E O L@ 1 Raan Fsse)
44

115

116

117

(115-117) £ 88R ¢

| will run () because | got up
; i : late.
= o] Bt 0B 1L [
%;'%2_’ /LE,- EREEDTES>TITEET,
X u =
f._
to get up
[ HED (3%5) togetup HCIR (XIFA) origin
> & F2Z 4 (B524) to wake someone up RETS (85157 5)
b (B25) 1o happen to start a business
LT 5 (X)>F3) 1o stand up
ﬁK (BL&9) wake-up
<107 it ok E_E E R OEaa
This is the shape of shellfish.
mx@nﬁ;} -
BORTY,
shellfish
DLy A B (#\) shellfish
B7R (hWA55) shell
EXH (s spiral shell
BT (X0 d) shell work
<11 (T A B B H OBue ! Res
@ We used to use shells (8) to
@ buy things, now we use bills.
_> Tl Hu on H0 h
. HEFE>THEEVE LD,
N SRR ERE-TOET,
to buy
(JE) E) (#9) tobuy BIRT 5 (FvLlnids)
> B B\ (£ D) shopping to buy; to bribe
BEVWE®HE (pLnd) to buy all BEVWF (00 buyer
E (X selling and buying
<iosit T VT A B E EFEH O©HEauie) ! Beeo
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