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The History of the British Museum
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The British Museum, which has 7 million artefacts in its collection

and attracts over 6 million visitors a year, is one of the world’s leading
museums. Its origins trace back to the private collection of physician
and naturalist Sir Hans Sloane, which he left to the nation in his wiill.
Based on this collection, which consisted largely of natural specimens,
the British Museum was founded in 1753 as the world’s first national
public museum. In 1759, the collection, which was kept at Sir Hans'’s
former residence in London’s Bloomsbury district, was opened to the
public for the first time.
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Everyone knows that the most famous stone in the world is the
Rosetta Stone. A stone marker made of granodiorite, it was discovered
accidentally in 1799 in the suburbs of Alexandria by Napoleon’s army on
its Egyptian campaign to oppose British interests. In those days, a military
expedition did not consist solely of soldiers, but also included scholars,
artists and writers. Amazingly, an academic research team led by
Napoleon numbered more than 160 people. Napoleon founded the
Institute of Egypt in Cairo, and carried out a number of archaeological
excavations at Luxor’s Karnak Temple and other sites. The Rosetta Stone

was promptly taken to the institute.
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