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Kanji readings are largely divided into two types: on-
yomi (Chinese-derived readings) and kun-yomi (native
Japanese readings). Most kanji have readings of both types.
The kun-yomi are frequently used for words that consist of
a single kanji and words that combine a kanji with hiragana,
while the on-yomi are more often used for words that
are kanji compounds. Note, however, that there is not
necessarily one on-yomi and one kun-yomi for each kanji;
in fact, a fairly large number of kanji have multiple readings
of each type.

This type of test item requires you to select the correct
reading of each target kanji from choices written in hiragana,
so it is important to have a solid understanding of the way
that kanji readings are represented in hiragana. In particular,
close attention needs to be paid to the distinctions between
long and short vowels (chouon and tan-on)*!, between
unvoiced and voiced consonants (seion and dakuon)*?, and
between assimilated sounds (sokuon, or double consonants
represented by a small tsu)** and non-assimilated sounds.
As these distinctions can be easily confused, they are often
the focus of kanji reading test items.

The range of kanji covered by each new JLPT level
corresponds more or less with that of the former levels.
DER kanji and kanji basically coincide with,
respectively, former Levels 1 and 2, while m is a blend
of the harder kanji of former Level 3 and the easier kanji of
former Level 2. This also applies to the orthography test
items, which assess knowledge of how words are written in

kanji.
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