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About the kaniji in this book

This book presents 88 kanji brainteasers, ranging from puzzles
that challenge you to determine a hidden character shared
by different kanji compounds to fun quizzes that test your
knowledge of characters pertaining to topics such as Japanese
geography or traditional culture.

All tasks focus mainly on kanji and vocabulary covered by
levels N2 and N3 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, but
they also include some slightly more challenging kanji. This is
because a good number of characters used in everyday life are
more difficult than the ones targeted by the N2/N3 tests.

Also, keep in mind that the same character can appear to change
form depending on the font in which it is printed. Take, for
example, the kanji in the name of Japan’s northern main island of
Hokkaido, G ¥ j& . These are relatively simple characters, but
note how they look somewhat different when rendered in various
fonts:

JbHgsE el Jbiad  dbiEIE

In order to help you become accustomed to these differences,
the fonts used in this book are varied from task to task. Also,
the tasks that break kanji down into their basic parts explain
the construction by using other kanji and katakana with the
same shapes as the parts. For instance, {ff is presented as a
combination of  and % .

The puzzles and quizzes in this book are designed to make
learning fun for both those who love kanji and those who are
intimidated by them, so put on your thinking cap and enjoy
exploring the fascinating world of kanji!
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Fill in the box with a kanji that completes words (D —().The arrows
indicate the direction in which each word is read.
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Color in the box of every kanji that can be read chii. What is
the kanji formed by the colored boxes?
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Items (D — (® below are popular areas of Tokyo. Referring to the ex-
ample, try writing the name of each area using the kanji provided.

Yamanote Line
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Shibuya

Nakano

Harajuku

Asakusa

Ginza

Akihabara
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